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1E 
F R E E- BORN 
ENGLISHMAN's 
Unmask'd Battery, &c. 


S our Great, Good, and Wiſe Managers 
of State, thought it expedient to adviſe 


— the Diſſolution of the Parliament ſo 
very ſuddenly, and unexpected, it was impoſſible 
to remind the People of the melancholy Situa- 
tion of their Affairs, or to afford them the leaſt 
timely Advice, in regard to the new Choice 
that was going to be made. — No! the Mana- 
gers, conſcious of their own Guilt, well knew; 
that ſhould the Wounds in the Conſtitution, be 
probed to the Bottom, and laid open, a true 
Engliſh Spirit would no longer be impoſed upon, 
or bear their ignominious Sway, 

To conceal Truth, therefore, by all manner 
of Artifices, and to hurry, or ſurprize the People 
into their Meaſures, without giving them any 
Opportunity for Thought or Reflection, ſeems 
to be the only Means they have leſt to ſupport, 
and carry oh, their wicked and deſtructive 
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141 
Schemes. Accordingly, when the Nation was 
puff'd up with that lucky, accidental Hit, of 
taking ſome French Ships, with thtee times their 
Force, and when every Body was in the midſt 
of Joy and Tranſport on that Occaſion, hegted 
and fluſh'd with Liquor, and encouraged with 
ſtill more extraordinary Expectations, not only 


from the Duke in Flanders, but from .Genoa, 


and in a Word, from all other Quarters, — 
the Good Parliament was diffolved, and not 


above fifty Days allow'd for the Return of ano- 


ther; and as no Induſtry was wanting to im- 
prove this little, lucky Opportunity, the good 
unthinking Multitude, in this Series, or Train 
of imaginary Happineſs, were decoy'd and con- 
ducted on to the ſuddep, inconſiderate Choice, 
of a New Parliament for Seven Years. The 
People, as I have obſerved, had no time to diſ- 
cern, or conſider, what they were going about ; 
and the honeſt Country. Gentlemen, and others 
in the true Intereſt of the Nation, who were no 
way in the Secret, they ſtood amazed and aſto- 
niſh'd at the thing; while the Good Courtiers 


and Place-men, who long enough before for 


their Purpoſe; knew the Deſign, were provided 
with Promiſes, and all neceſſary Ingredients, for 
ſo ſudden an Attack; and went on as cool, and 
with as much Deliberation, as if they had been 
retiring into their Cloſets, to compare the Arti- 


cles of Loſs and Gain, ſor the time paſt, and to 


conſider 
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eonfider how it might be advanced for the | time 
to come; being well ſatisfied that there could 


be no uſeful Oppoſition given by the Country 
Party, who could be no way qualified for ſo 


unexpected an Alarm; and that nothing could 
ſtem the Torrent of Cotruption which might, 


at Pleaſure, be pour'd down agaialt them; ſuf- 


ficient to overwhelm every thing that ſtood in 
its way. 

Therefore, let none be ſurprized if this Par- 
liament ſhould appear to be the molt tractable, 
engaging one, that ever yet had the Honour to 
darken the Walls of chat ſanctified Houſe. Happy 
had it been for our Noble Duke in Flanders, as 


well as the Nation in General, that ſome ſuch 


good Management had been carried on there ; 
that inſtead of an early Parade, or Shew of a 
Campaign, they had been thus furniſh'd with all 
manner of Artillery, Ammunition and Provi- 
fions, to have enabled them to ſteal a March, 
as effectually, and well provided upon the Enemy 


Abroad, as they have in this Ciſe done, upon 


the ſincere Friends to Liberty and Old England 
at Home; but it's well if no Share of the im- 
menſe Sums that have been granted this Year 
has been miſapply'd, in beſieging ſome of our 
Towns and Places at Home, ſo as to occaſion 
Part of the Blunders, and Deficiencies that have 
io manifeſtly fallen out Abroad; for, with all 
. has been granted, which is more than ever 

Was 
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was known before, our Army has not been able 
to face the Enemy, or hinder them from inva- 
ding, and conquering the Territories of our 
ſeeming Dear Friends, and neareſt Allies the 
Ditch —— But to return to our General EleRion. 
The lucky Incident, before mention'd, of the 
tyo Noble Admirals Succeſs, was fo ſeaſonable 
to forward the great Deſign, then in Agitation, 
that no Man ſhould admire if thoſe very fortu- 


nate Gentlemen, for ſuch I fancy they will allow 


themſelves to be, were diſtinguiſh'd and Ho- 
nour'd more particularly, than others before; 


Who, it is poſſible, might deſerve, at leaſt, full 


as well; of which Number I hope I may ven- 


ture to ſay, without Ceremony, that the Brave, 


Juſt, and Experienced Admiral Vernon is one; 
whoſe Actions are, ſure, too freſh in every 
worthy Engli/bman's Breaſt to be forgot, tho? 
they have not been Rewarded, 

However theſe other two Gentlemen, who 
dem to be the Darlings of Fortune, have met 
with particular Appplauſe, Honours, and Re- 
wards, at which I am ſo far from repining, that 
I wiſh they had been both made Peers, or any 
thing more to their own Satisfaction, rather than 
either of them ſhould be confined to the Service 
of the Houſe of Commons; a Service, in itſelf, 
both expenſive and fatiguing; f.om which no 


' honeſt Profits can ariſe, nor any thing but the 


ſecret Pleaſure of acting well, to thoſe only who 
dare 
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dare do ſo, in diſcharging the Duty of a faithful 
Servant and Repreſentative of the People ; a Sta- 
tion never cut out for Officers of either Army 
or Navy, but for honeſt, upright, Independent 
Gentlemen, no otherwiſe employ'd; and for 
Perſons knowing and eminent in Trade Com- 
merce, and Manufactories; therefore, it is aſto- 
niſhing that any brave, uſeful, experienced Offi- 
cers, of Land, or Sea, whoſe Ambition ought 
to be fix d on Glory only, as long as they are 
able to act, ſhould at all Rates, ſo much Struggle 
for a Seat in that Houſe, when they are, in a 
manner, certain, that no Man in Employment, 
can A& independently, and as a Free-Agent, 
without manifeſt Hazard of giving Diſpleaſure: 
At leaſt when they become Members, they ſel- 
dom acquire many future Preferments, without 
the Approbation of the Miniſter, or leading 
Manager of the Houſe, to whoſe Nod, or 
Frown, it is expected they ſhould be always ſub- 
ſervient ; whereas every Brave Officer, by Land 
or Sea, is a King in his Station; and is capable, 
eſpecially in time of War, to gain more Ho- 
Nour and Advantage, to himſelf and his Family, 
in one Day, and to become Dearer to his Friends 
and Country, by his Noble Actions in their Ser- 
vice, than by ſitting i the Houſe of Commons, 
for an Age, under the Influence of the greateſt 
Miniſter upon Earth; yet it is plain ſome of 
thoſe Brave Gentlemen, do covet to get into this 
genteel 
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8] 
genteel Sort of Confinement; but, without 
Doubt they have their own weighty Reaſons for 
it; ſome of which might, I preſume, induce 
one of the Fortunate Admirals to put up for 
Weſtminſter ; tho? ſome ſay it was not ſo much 
his own Choice, but that the Funto would have 
it fo, thinking him juſt at that favonrable Mo- 
ment, from his red-hot ſudden Popularity, the 
propereſt Perſon that could be pitch'd upon to 
divide, and thwart, the honeſt Deſigns of the 
Independent Electors of that Ancient City and 
Liberty; and alſo to ſerve as a very uſeful Lad- 
der for the young Gentleman that join'd him to 
climb by; whole own Merit was as unknown 
as his Perſon; and, except that of his being 


tack'd to the Admiral, could have no other Re- 
commendation but the long conſpicuous Loyalty 
of his Family, in which they have fo very nicely 


diſtinguiſh'd themſelves, beyond all Contradic- 
tion, that their Fame cannot fail being tranſ- 


mitted to the lateſt Poſterity. This being one 
of the earlieſt Elections in the Kingdom, and 


for fo great and remarkable a Place, it was rea- 


ſonable to imagine that the Iſſue of it might, 
in ſome Degree, be a Preſident to others; and 


the uncommon, and moſt extraordinary Me- 
thods purſued for the Purpoſe, is a ſtrong Proof 
of the great Streſs they laid upon it; for neither 


Promiſes, „ „ „ „ Threats, Menaces, Blows, 


Riots, or any kind of Gifices, or Contrivances, | 


were 


_——— 


[9] 

were left untry'd to carry the Point; and it is 
happy it was given up as it was, without finiſh- 
ing; for, otherwiſe, no body can conceive the 


Conſuſion it might have ended in from the un- 


accountable: Fury, of a powerful, lawleſs, and 
outragious Mob: What a ſhocking Sight muſt 
it be to all People, except the molt abandon'd 
" Rabble upon Earth, to fee Gentlemen, or, &c. 


4 uſher'd to the Place of Poll, under the hideous, 
> frightful, infernal Noiſe, of Marrow Bones 
and Clevers; exerciſed by a Sort of Cannibals, 


inured to nothing ſo much as Blood and Slaugh- 


ter; yet theſe were the Body Guards at this 


Election ; and under Cover of this Brutal, abo- 


minable Jargon —theſe unlawful, hacking In- 
= ftruments, were reſerved, with Stafls, and other 
Weapons, to be put in Force, at Pleaſure, againſt 
all who did not appear in their Regimentals and 
Arms; which made the whole becoine'fo terrible, 
to ſober timorous People, that Numbers went 
away without attempting to Vote at all; and 


others, being told how Matters went, could not 


4 be prevail'd upon to go near the Spot; all which 
gave ſuch room to the Dependents, on whom 


this horrid Band attended, to get a Head in the 
Poll, to ſuch a Degree, that a great Number, 


oy of another Sort, were ſo diſcouraged, that they 


reſolved neither to meddle or make, as they 
calPd it, finding all Hopes for Peace and Juſtice, 
quite vain and fruitleſs” and, in ſhore; 6 

| B ever 
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ever appear'd without a Cocade, with the Words, 
Trentham, and Warren; King George for ever; 
no Pretender ; and remember the late Rebellion ; 
had but a very poor Chance 'of ſtanding long 
upon his Legs, much more of advancing to 
the proper Place to give his Vote. Had it been 
a time of Rebellion in Veſiminſter, or that they 
could ever Dream of meeting the Pretender at 
the Election, or any of his Adherents, the Co- 
cades would have been very right; and they that 
ſhould dare to appear without them ought to 
be knock'd down; but, at a Free Election of 
Enxgliſb Proteſtant Members to fit in Parliament, 
where no body could on any Account, deſerve 
theſe inſulting Epithets, any more than they that 
countenanced them, nor in Fact, ſo much, if all 
Circumſtances, old and new, were put together 
ſure nothing could come up to ſuch mean ſcan- 
dalous, and unjuſt Inſinuations; which muſt be 
calculated purely to miſlead and enrage a wicked, 
giddy, hair-brain'd Mob; who of themſelves, 
are almoſt ſufficient to raiſe a Rebellion at any 
time, without being furniſh'd with any miſchie- 
vous Matter to ſtir them up to it; and had the 
true Friends of the Government, as they ſtile. 
themſelves, either common good Policy, or any 
Share of Prudence, or good Nature, they ſhould, 
inſtead of widening or opening old Sores, pour 
Oil into them, and endeavour to temper and heal 
them, and not contrive to turn them into ſo 
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{ many eating Ulcers; for they ſhould conſider, 
that ungratefully branding Men with what they 
do not deſerve, often makes them deſperate z and 
in the end, downright Provocation and Reſent- 
ment, makes them become in Earneſt, what they 
were before only wrongfully accuſed of; and I 
very much Queſtion whether there are not many 
of this Claſs, at preſent in Great- Britain, owing 
to buſy, worthleſs Animals, who are no more 
capable of diſtinguiſhing Truth from Falſhood, 
than they are of being ſerviceable to any Govern- 
ment, However the Tranſactions of the Mob, 


and the Cocades, at the Election, put me in 


mind of a moſt impudent notorious Thief, and 
Pick- pocket, in the beginning of George the 
Firſt's Reign; the Fellow obſerving the Words, 
God bleſs King George, and King George for 
ever, in every Body's Mouth, and being a new 
thing, he fancied it might be an excellent Pro- 


tection, or Paſsport; and the Minute he either 


robb'd; or pick'd any body's Pocket, he uſed 
to run off, as faſt as his Legs could carry him, 
brandiſhing his Stick, and waving his Hat, with 
loud Huzz's, and King George for cver, which 
made every Body clear the Way; and tho' others 
were running after him, with a Cry of, ſtop 
Thief, ſtop Thief, no Body regarded that, and 
the Rogue for a long time eſcaped, and was taken 
by every Body to be the Loyaleſt Man in. the 
World; at laſt, upon a time, he got his Hand 
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into a Gentleman's Pocket, and having laid hold 


of his Snuff-Box, the Gentleman, before he 


could get off, took faſt hold of him, and being 


almoſt choak'd in the Scuffle, he could not get 


out the Word King George, time enough, as 


uſual; ſo he was knock'd down, ſeized, and 


carried before Juſtice Negus, in the Muſe, and 
moſt gloriouſly duck'd in the Horſe-pond, be- 
fore he was ſent to Bridewell; which being ſeen 
by ſome, who knew him in his Loyal Capacity 
only, made them cry out, Lord, Lord, why 
what's the Matter? What's the Mattcr? We 


know this Gentleman; he is one of the greateſt 
King George's Men in the World; Ay, fays 


others, that may be, but he's a damn'd Rogue 
for all that; and they had like to have been 
roughly handled for knowing him; but as no 
People are fo apt to learn Miſchief as the Mob, 


and other common low. lived Wretches, ſuch as 
1 have been talking of, it became a cant Word, 


for a long time after, among the Thieves and 
ſuch, when any thing happen'd, Damn you, why 
did not you ſhout out King George? And I alſo 
very well remember ſo much of thoſe Days, that 
if I had been a King's Meſſenger, with a diſ- 
eretionary Power to ga in ſearch of Facebites, 
or what is call'd Pretender's Men, I would ſcarce 
have paſs'd a certain Spot in S/affordſbire; but 
ſhould have thought it a more likely Place to 
Humble upon them than in any of the Houſes 

belonging 
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[13] 
belonging to the Families of the two worthy 
Baronets who put up for Weſtminſter ; at whom, 
and their Friends, thoſe malicious Reflections 
muſt have been pointed ; wherefore the whole 
Proceedings at this Election appears to every 
honeſt, unprejudiced Perſon to be, not only 
unwarrantable and childiſh, but moſt weakly 
grounded; and ought rather to ſerve as a Re- 
proach to all that were concern'd in it, than 
any thing elſe. Some may, perhaps, look upon 


2 this as a Sort of Digreſſion, or parting from the 


main Subject; but it is neither ſo, or foreign 
to the Caſe in Hand; being intended to thew 
how abſurd and ridiculous it is in Men of the 
leaſt tolerable Senſe, or Conſideration, to take 
= any Delight in, or countenance the empty Sounds 
and Actions of a Mob; who, if they took it 
into their wild Noddles, would as loudly rejoice 
at the Downfal of the preſent Royal Family, 


as at that of the Pretender, and are never con- 


fined within any Bounds of Truth, Juſtice, or 
& Reaſon, any more than others who forſake their 
Friends and their old long known Principles 


and Actions for Favours and Preferment, are 


to Virtue, Honour, or common Prudence; for 


they, like wandering Proftitutes, or Whores, from 
bone Degree of Vice to another, become ſo Caſe- 


harden'd and ſenſeleſs to all manner of Shame, 
as to regard nothing the World can either fay 
or think of them; and, as if the Devil really 

and 
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which all Events have moſt fatally proved to this 


[14] 
and truly ow'd them a Grudge, they are gene- 
rally the firſt that take Pains to draw an 1 
Houſe over their own Heads. 
As to the Noble Admiral, named in this Elec- 
tion, he had the Happineſs of being Abſent 2 
upon much better, and more honourable Duty 4 
and therefore, any thing done by his Agents 
or Managers, ought not to be attributed to him, 
as we hope he was not capable of giving any 
ſuch Inſtructions; and that, on all Occaſions, 


be will convince the World of his Abhorrence 


of every thing that can tend to tarniſh the Cha» 
raſter be has acquired in the Service of his 
Country: Let that be your Mark, ye brave Sons A 
of Neptune; go on and proſper in that Element 
of Glory, to the Shame and Confuſion of all 
who have adviſed, voted for, and promoted 

that unnatural, mercenary and deſtructive War 
on the Continent; without any, not even the 
moſt diftant Proſpect of Honour, or Succeſs, 


Day; for which Reaſon every Man, in the true 
Intereſt of his Country, ſhould wiſh and ad- * 
viſe, that all brave experienced Admirals, and 
Gentlemen of the Navy, ſhould: be reſerved for 
that Safe-guard only; which Nature has ſo ſuffi- 
ciently furniſh'd us with for our Defence; and 
none but ſuch ought to preſide at either the 
Admiralty, Navy, or Victualling Boards; from 4 
omen ſome of the moſt active could always be 

ſpared, * 


1151 
| ſpared, upon proper Emergencies, without Hin- 
drance of Buſineſs, or Neglect of Duty; but 
the Abſence of one Man from the Service of the 


” Houſe of Commons is of ſuch a Nature and 


3 Conſequence, that it may be the Means of either 
XX faving or deſtroying the Nation, as we ought 
to know upon a moſt memorable Occaſion; for 
the Settlement of our illuſtrious Houſe of Ha- 
nuover, to the Throne of England, was carried 
but by one fingle Vote; and had that happy 
= caſting Voice been abſent, upon Land or Sea- 
Service, which might have been the Caſe had he 
been an Officer, I leave Great-Britain to judge 
= for themſelves at this Day, how fatal it would 
have been to them and their Poſterity: Yet I 
beg here not to be miſunderſtood, in regard to 
= the Rewards and Honours that are, or may be 
due to the brave diſtinguiſh'd Officers of either 
Army or Navy; no! I am ſo far from being 
23 1 to either, that I wiſh It was in * 


«| of Free- Lands, as an Addition to the Fortunes 
Be | of all who deſerved it, in Proportion to their 
4 Merit, and the better to ſupport the Honour 
he : and Dignities of them and their Heirs for ever: ; 
im aud thereby, to prevent the Poſſibility of any 
be Lind of Drudgery, or unreaſonable Expectations 
1 of 


m whence ſhould iſſue Sums for the Purchaſe 


— — — ——— — 2 — 22 — 


— * 


| 
! 


126 J. 
df Men in Power; but whenever any thing 
required the Opinions of the Army or Navy- 
Boards, or any other Gentlemen in Publick Em- 
ployments, they ſhould always attend for that 


Purpoſe ; when certainly their candid and honeſt 


Advice would be very uſeful on all neceſſary 
Occaſions, as by this Mcans they could act freely, 
and without Reſtraint. 

- I ſhall now endeavour to demonſtrate what 
I have before mention'd, the Diſtraction, or 
Folly, and whatever elſe you pleaſe to call it, 


of a Land War on the Continent ; with how 
much more had it been for the Honour, and 


Advantage, of Great. Britain, to have employ'd 
all her Strength, and Expences by Sea, to the 


obtaining a ſafe, laſting and honourable Peace; 


and when nothing but moſt undeniable Facts are 


ſtated, ſure the honeſt Informer of his Country's, 


Miſeries and willful Miſtakes ſhould not be 
blamed, how much ſoever the Reader may be 


vex d, or grieved, to perceive they are true, — - 


How many brave honeſt Men have been voted 
Abroad on our deſtructive Expeditions in this 
Land War, contrary to their own Experience, 
and the true Intereſt of the Nation, only to be 
made a Sacrifice of, - or gratify the Ambition 
of Foreigners, and to ſecure them in their Pre- 
tenfions? Which, conſidering our Naval Power, 
and the Advantages which Providence has bleſsd 


us with, as an Iſland, abounding with all the 
| uſeful | 
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„ 

uſeful Neceſſaries of Life, was of no more feal 
Conſequence to the Happineſs of England, than 
the ſettling of Diſputes among a Parcel of Strolling 
Players; in which the Exgliſb Conſtitution is, in 
= a manner, as much concern'd as with the preſent 
X - Quarrels in Germany; for ſuppoſe the Duke of 
= Cumberland had beat the French in Flanders 
from the very Beginning, tho' it has not once 
happend, and that all the Confederates had done 
the ſame, the grand Difficulty is to know for 
whom all theſe Victories had been Won? What 
could England get by them? for what is ſhe 
contending? or what can ſhe expect at the Con- 
cluſion of a Peace, as an Equivalent, for all the 
Blood and Treaſure that has been ſo profuſely 
ſquander'd away, on ſo many ill-judged obſtinate 
= Enterprizes? And tho” ſome People may deſpiſe 
= theſe Thoughts, they are no improper Queſtions, 
nor any way unworthy the Conſideration of every 
honeſt diſintereſted Exgliſbman. 

If we had any Buſineſs with this War, on the 
Continent, it was in Hopes to humble France, 
do prevent her growing too powerful, ſo as to 
- = oppreſs her Neighbours, or to make ſucceſsful 
6e Alttempts on us; or, in the Words more com- 
n 


* 


monly underſtodd among us, to preſerve the 


Balance of Power, and ſuch a Number of Inde- 
r, F pendent Friends, as might always oblige her into 
- 4 equitable Conditions in all publick Affairs; but 
he then, in order to this, we ſhould have had our 


fal * Thoughts 
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Thoughts fix'd on what would turn moſt to our 
on Advantage, as well as to the End propoſed y 
And I ſolemnly believe every independent con- 
ſiderate Man in the Kingdom muſt allow, to the 
Condemnation of our Managers, that this Part 
had been to Diſtreſs them by Sea, Ruin their 
Trade, and Seize their Colonies the Springs of 
that Trade, which would neceſſarily cut off all 
the Reſources that could tempt, or enable tem 
to any unjuſt, or unreaſonable Undertakings ow 
the Continent of Europe. By Sea, even allowing 
for bad Management, baſe or treacherous Com- 
mand, and unforeſeen Accidents, we may call 
ourſelves more powerſul than France and all her 
Allies; why ſhould not we then make better uſe 
of that Power which Nature has ſo plentifully 
given us, and apply it, as we ought, to our vaſt 
yearly Grants; on the contrary, we are ſo in- 
faruated as to be fond of nothing ſo much as our 
own Ruin, in purſuing this unhappy War on the 
Continent, for which Nature has rendered us ſo 
very unfit, Sure every juſt impartial Briton wil 
allow that, if France had not greater Revenues 
| than England, we can be no Match for her upon 
1 her own Dunghil, unaſſiſted by the three only 
| | Proteſtan® crown'd Heads in Europe, Prufſia, 
| | Sweden, and Denmark ; and conſequently, that 2 


either to leſſen her Power, or to keep it within | 
proper Bounds, is but vainly and very injudi- # D 
ciouſiy undertaken by us, againſt the great Au-. 

vantages 


1191 

vantages ſhe has over us upon her own Continent. 
Whatever Share we take in a Land War, with 
our own Troops is double the Expence that the 
fame Share would be to any other Power and if 
one half of what has been expended by Land, 
had been applied to the Sea Service, it is very 
reaſonable to think we might long before this 
time have brought our Enemies to better Terms, 
than we can ever now expect from the Condition 
we are reduced to. No Body can queſtion the 
Bravery, or Courage of our Engliſh Soldiers; but 
I muſt own I cannot believe that feventy or 
eighty Thouſand Men can be a Match for double 
that Number, well Commanded, well Officer'd, 
under the Eye of their Monarch, whom they 
paſſionatley Love, and fortified with all the Ad- 
vantages that Art, Nature and Experience, in the 
= higheſt Commands, can beſtow, During Queen 
Annes Wars, which were thought and allowed 
7 to be well Grounded, all thoſe Proteſtant Powers 
on the Continent were Hearty in what was una- 
2X nimouſly denominated the Common Cauſe ; they 
not only ſent their Quota's of Troops, but were 
ready to conduct them at all Hazards themſelves ; 
' 7 and the Hereditary Prince of Heſſe, now King of 
© Soeden, was one of thoſe Heroes; but, in the 
preſent War, they neither join or incline to aſſiſt 
us, in what the unthinking People of England 
Dream to be the ſame Cauſe; and the King of 
Denmark is fo far from being a Friend, that he 
MM KH C 2 will 
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will do nothing contrary to his Engagements with 
his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, which are now, they 


fay, renew'd again for ten Years longer, and yet 
in all Appearance, King George ought to have 
more Reaſon to expect the Friendſhip of theſe 


three Powers at this time, than ever Queen Anne 
could have in her Reign; for, beſides the En- 
gagements of Religion and Policy, there is now 
that of Blood, and Alliance of Families, with 
each of thoſe Powers which was not then. The 


King of Pruſſia was born the Nephew of his 


preſent Britannict Majeſty ; and Heſſe Caſſel, 
and Denmark, have both had the Honour of 
becoming his Sons in Law; and tho' we ſee 
ſometimes, that Nearneſs of Blood is not binding, 
where Intereſts are different, yet ſure, where they 


are the ſame, as in our Common Cauſe, we are iq 
taught to believe, being related ſhould rather be 3 


a Motive to real Friendſhip than the contrary ; 


therefore ſomething muſt be more in the Wind 


than every Body knows, or I ſhall take upon 7 | 
me to explain; otherwiſe, why. ſhould theſe three 


Proteſtant crown'd Heads of Prufſia, Denmark, 


and Sweden, who are the only ones in Chriſtendom, 


except our own, ſuffer us to be wading, up to 


our Necks through the Difficulties of a Land 


againſt Roman Catholicks, without regarding 
what we are about, any more than if it was a 4 
Quarrel among Negroes, in the remotelt Part of 


the 1 


War, in fighting for Roman Catholicks, and id 5 { 
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the Indies? In ſhort, as there muſt be ſome 
Reaſons for this Behaviour, among many otaers 
that might be aſſign'd, I cannot help believing,” 
chat the K —g of 6-H being alio 
EI rr of Ha r gives theſe three Proteſtant 
Powers a jealouſy of his growing Power and 
Greatneſs; and it's poſſible that may Over ba- 
lance the Confidence they would otherwiſe repoſe 
in the K—g of Gr —7-Br —72, it he had no 
Foreign Dominions bordering upon theirs ; for 
People are very often in Dread of Powerful 
Neighbours ; and their Fears may be grounded 
upon the famous Partition Scheme, at the break- 
ing out of the War in Germany, which gave ſuch 
a Proof of the Good-will of ſome certain Perſons, 
that I preſume, they have never fince been over 
fond of truſting to it ; and either ſomething very 
extraordinary muſt hinder C7zeat-Briiciu from 
having her natural Intereſt as uſual, among thoſe 
& Proteſtant Powers, or they have very different 
= Ideas: of their own Intereſt, to whit they had 
before the preſent Family were on the Throne 
E, 1 of England. The Deſigns of France are neither 
= leſs pernicious, or leſs manifeſt now than in the 


4 Reign of Queen Anne; and Priſſia, Denmark, 
nd and Sweden, are no farther from that common 
nd Danger than they uſed to be; what then, I ſay 
ing again, can be the Reaſon they do not join us 
is 4 in what we fo ridiculouſly call the common 
c of Lauſe; or interfere in any Reſpect, but continue 
the a e as 
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as ſa many ſneering Spectators of our Madnefs 
and Folly: Had they ever imagined themſelves 
in Danger, or any thing like what we have been 
all along dreaming of, and led to believe, wha 
are an Iſland, and may always have a Fleet ſuffi. 
Cicnt to defend us, ſure their own Safety would 
long ſince have rouzed them; inſtead of which, 
they remain in a perfect State of Eaſe and Indif- 
ference, tho' they ſee us plunged into viſible, 
and approaching Ruin ; and if they are under 
no Apprehenſions of the growing Power of 
France, what, in the Name of Mercy, has 
England been driving at ? Or why does ſhe every 
Day poſt on, faſter and faſter, to compleat her 
Misfortunes ? —— Are we any nearer to France, 
or more expoſed to it now than heretofore ? And 
yet, tho* the French have already got all the 
Netherlands, and alſo bid fair for Holland too, 
we fee thoſe three Proteſtant Princes, as I ſay 
before, don't offer to ſtir, or concern themſelves 
ith our Quarrels, directly, ar indirectly ; tho 
y preſent common Charity, if they thought we 
deſerved any, ſhould engage them in our Relief 
If Treaty upon Treaty, Engagement upon 
Engagement, or Negotiations without Number, 
and all manner of Means and Entreaties could 
. avail; we have done enough to engage all the 
Powers before · mention'd, as well as others, to 
be abſolutely on our Side; for we were above 
twenty * before the War, doing nothing but 
making 
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making Treaties and forming Alliances, at aw 


immenſe Expence, tho* to no other Purpoſe as 
the Events prove; but to ſhew our Neceſſities 
and Weakneſs, againſt the time ſhould come of 
our having any real Occaſion ; and notwithſtand- 
ing all we are left to ſhift for ourſelves ; for the 
Queen of Hungary and the King of Sardinia, 


can no longer maintain or ſupport their own 


Quarrels, than while we can ſupply them with 
Money; and as to the Dutch they never, till 
now, that the French are in the very Bowels of 
their Country, acted bravely, or as they ought to 
do, at any time in the preſent War; neither 
their Behaviour at Fontenqy, or any where elſe; 


e did us any Service, av I have heard a great 


many brave Engliſb Officers and Soldiers declare; 
to whom, I believe, I may fafely appeal whether 
they deſerve our Hazarding the Loſs of a thouſand 
Engliſhmen to ſave their whole Country? We may 
plainly fee how much better they Fight now than 
they have hitherto done, but no Thanks to them, 
for it's to ſerve themſelves, and to preſerve the 
Riches they have heap'd up, which was equiva- 
lent to all other Loſſes before, in Trading with 
Safety by Sea, to all Parts of the World, while 
we were labouring under the inſupportable Burden 
of large Inſurances, with the Hazards of being 
taken by the French and Spaniards; and alſo 
employ'd in defending thoſe Towns and Places, 
in the Netherlands, which they ſo ſhamefully 


gave 
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gave up and deſerted, as if they had been hired 
by our Enemies for that Purpoſe, witneſs the 
Town of Oftend, on which a Man might have 
won a Million of Money; for it was next to 
down right Treafon, to fay upon the Exchange, 
or in Company with any of our blind State Big- 
gots, or Puffers, that it could not hold out five 
or ſix Months, or indeed, to allow that it could 
ever be taken; yet this preſent Great Count 
Lowendabl, the Salamander of the Age, who 
was employ'd in that Siege, ſent his Maſter of 
France a Meſſage, that upon his Birth-Day, 
Which was but ſeven Days after, he would make 
him a Preſent of the Town, which he faithfully 


perform'd; but what ſignified all this? Not a 


Button, cries our honeſt Countrymen, for we'll 
be at the Gates of Paris in a whif, for all that; 
ay, and Oftend too, was to be taken again in a 
few Days by Sea; and thus are the juſt, and 
well-meaning People of England nouriſh'd up, 
from time to time, in monſtrous Errors, and 
more impoſed upon, than any others under the 
Sun, by the Contrivances of thoſe, who can have 
nothing at Heart, but their own avaricious Views, 


and to enrich their Families upon the Ruins of 
their diſtreſsd Country; and notwithſtanding all | 
this, and the conſtant Complaints that are made 
of the Difficulties we are brought under, by theſe 
very People, who have voted us into ſuch bur- 
thenſome ruinous Foreign Meaſures ; and that, 

from 
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from the Situation they have led us into, they 
cannot avoid loading us. with. ſtill, more and 
more Taxes, to cover and carry on their Deſigns, 
and like Men, becoming Binkrupts, to ſhift off 
the Evil Day | as long as they can; yet, I ſay, 
ſo miſled is our unhappy Country, and fo deaf 
to all manner of Advice, as well as blind to 
their own Intereſt, that they are a-new, drawn 
in to entruſt the ſame Managers with cheir Af- 
fairs, and the Diſpoſal of their Properties, for 
ſeven Years more to come; which time, I may 
venture to Prophecy, without ſome very remark- 
able Interpoſition of Providence, will effectually 


WE wind up our Bottoms, and finiſh the Scene of 
our long conducted Miſeries. 


It is generally allow'd that whomſoever Heaven 


4 marks out for Deſtruction is firſt Infatuated; 
3 Wand if we are not fo, in the Eyes of the reſt of 
the World, we ought to Praiſe God that they are 
4 1 as Blind as ourſelves; however we have one 


Comfort on our Sides; that, if ſevere Chaſtiſe- 
ment is any Proof that the Fews were the favou- 


» rite People of God, I think we may, by this 
we, have ſome Title to his Divine Favour. 


Our Miſcarriages by Sea, during the War, have 
been great and many, tho' of late they begin to 
put on a better Aſpect, and under that happy 
Proſpect may they go on and ſucceed; but as to 
dur Land Affairs, all Attempts from the Begin- 
ing to this Day have proved quite chimerical 

D | and 
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N and fruitleſs; and have been attended with no- 
thing but inſupportable Expence, and a ſangui- 
nary Slaughter of thouſands of our brave Subjects; 
and if, at the Beginning of. this Land War, we 
were not able to gain any Advantage of the 
French, can we be ſo diſtracted as to hope for 
any now, if we will but reflect a little upon 
the ſucceſsful Progreſs they daily make, and the 
Inactivity of other Powers with regard to us? 
Every Body that knows the Dutch are convinced 
that nothing on Earth is ſo dear to them as their 
own Intereſt, from which neither Religion or 
Party could ever ſeparate them; and had they 
foreſeen what is come to paſs, I am apt to think 
they would ſcarce have conſulted us before they 2 £ 
had put a Stop to it; but the ſudden and pro- 
found Proceedings of the French, was ſo quick 
upon them, that they had not the leaſt time to 
conſider, or have recourſe to their uſual Delibe- 
rations; for, at that very time, to my own 

certain Knowledge, the People were in a moſt 
violent ſtate of Uneaſineſs, and had in Fact, 
began a fort of Rebellion, wherein they committed 
ſtrange Outrages, and even Murders, upon Ma- 

giſtrates and leading Men, tho' according to 5 
their old Cunning, they Huſh'd it up: And had 
not their Madneſs then ended in being gratified WM 
with a Stadtholder, from which they form'd 
great and mighty Things, and much more than 
could be reaſonably expected, no Body can ima- 

ine 


6) 
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gine what lengths their Rage might have carried 

them to; but as they have ſince met with no- 
thing but Diſappointments, that their fine Towns 
and Country is, in great part, ruin'd and laid 
Waſte; their impenetrable, never to be taken 
Bergen-op- Zoom ! deſtroy'd and gone, and every 


thing open to the Will of France; what People, 


in their Senſes, will anſwer for the next Fit of 
Frenzy that may ſeize them? Or is it not as 


likely that they ſhould, as unexpected as before, 


lay hold of any Propoſals for their future Peace 
and Safety, without waiting the Iſſue of any 


new Congreſs, or regarding the Affairs of their 


Neighbours, who they perceive to be in as fad a 


_ Pickle as themſelves ? And if French Gold is of 
1 any Influence among them, as has often been 


ſtrongly inſinuated, the more Fatal the Conſe- 


XR quences may ſtill be to Great- Britain; whoſe 
1 Treaſures are already fo miſerably drain'd, and 
: 8 facrificed to Foreign Intereſts and Purpoſes, that 


ſhe is become Neceſſitous at Home, weak and 
impotent Abroad, and muſt, now, ſubmit to 
the Cenſure of thoſe Proteſtant Powers on the 
Continent, who would never be prevailed upon 
to join in any of her uſcleſs Parades, or raſh 


1 Attempts. | | 


But, Alas! poor Eng/and, thou once faireſt of 
Illands, and Miſtreſs of the Occan, how are all 
thy Meaſures croſo d? All thy Diſpoſitions baffled? 
and, in ſtriving againſt. the Stream, thy Spirits 
N 92 are 


is impoſſible, it beh 


. 
are ſo exhauſted, that thou art almoſt ready to 
ſink under thy Misfortunes; for it cannot be 
denied that nothing favourable, during this Land 
War, has concurr'd with our wild extravagant 


Notions; that we have been, and are, ſtriving 


againſt the Stream; and in fine, that the Wealth 
and Spirits of a Nation muſt, at laſt, be quite 
ſpent, which ſuffers a n Waſte without 
Recruit. 

There would be no Difference between France 
and England, between acknowledging an Arbi- 
trary Government and Nominal Liberty, if we, 
who call ourſelves the Sons of Freedom, were 
not now and then ſuffer'd to Reaſon a little on 
Publick Affairs, and permitted to tell Truth of 


What paſſes; and then, from plain Facts, to 


draw ſome likely Concluſions ; but whenever a 
Stop is put to this, as is ſtrongly threaten'd, and 


that we dare not ſay what we know, or ſhew any 
Senſe or Feeling of. our Miſgries, then, may we 


bid Adieu to the little Shadow of Freedom that 
is leſt; but till that happens, which I hope 
us to remonſtrate our 
Situation and Grievances, in order to convince 
our Fricnds and Country, of our unhappy melan- 
choly Conditions, and to pray our Repreſenta- 
tives to intercede with his Majeſty for ſome 


| ſpeedy Redreſs; which we have the greater Room 


to hope for, as there are Numbers that cannot 


pelicve t that he is thoroughly acquainted with the 


Nature 
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Nature of our heavy Burdens and Circumſtances; 
and that therefore, whenever they ſnall be made 
known to him, and explain'd by ſuch proper 
Perſons, it muſt be next to impoſſible for us to 
fail of Succeſs; for we ought to look upon his 
Majeſty, in the Light of a good King, whoſe | 
chief Ornament is to Rule well, and to love 
his Subjects; who principally regards the true 
Welfare of his People, and like an indulgent 
Father, would rather feel the Stings and Torments 
of Hunger in his own Bowels, than be liable 
to ſee the leaſt Demonſtration of it in his Chil- 
dren; which Opinion of his Majeſty's Wiſdom, 
and paternal Goodneſs, animates my Endeavours, 
tho? they ſhould happen to be ever ſo much diſ- 
approved by any evil Managers whatſoever. 

To enumerate all our Misfortunes and Miſ- 
managements, for a few Years paſt, would ſwell 
this ſmall Deſign to a large Volume; ſo that 
I ſhall only here and there touch upon a few 


things, which cannot eſcape our Memories; and 


at the ſame time leads me on to our preſent 
Purpoſe, upon which all our Attention ſhould 
be fix d. 
One of the firſt, and extraordinary Steps that 
was taken, about thirty Years ago, was to bind 
us down under the Power and Management of 
ſeven Year Parliaments, a very proper eſſential 
thing to the carrying on every thing elſe, that 
has ſince been brought about z that N 
Action 
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Action of falling upon the Spaniſh Fleet in the 
Year 1718, without any Declaration of War, 
when we were failing along Side of them as 
Friends, occaſion'd moſt of the bad Blood and 
Hatred, that has ſince happen'd, to the Ruin of 
our beſt of Trades; and after all this, to ſend 
that Noble Fleet of twenty Ships, under Admiral 
Hafer, to lie before Porto-Bello, till he, and a 
great many worthy Commanders, with thouſands 
of brave Sailors died with perfect Grief, ſeeing 
their brave Ships rotting away, by their fine 
Orders not to Fight, is another Piece of ſuch abo- 
minable Management, as will never again, I be- 
lieve, be parallePd in Hiſtory; and to which 
our Misfortunes, at this Day, are chiefly owing : 
The iniquizous South-Sea Scheme was within a 
few Days of ruining the whole Nation at once, 
and muſt be remember'd to the lateſt Poſterity ; 
and to that, for Brevity Sake, let us add the wicked 
Affair of the Charitable Corporation, which alſo 

ruin'd many People and Families: The keeping 

up of large ſtanding Armies in times of Peace, 
and the paying Thouſands of Foreign Troops, 
at the ſame time for doing nothing, are other 
memorable Acts: The intermedling with Foreign 
Quarrels, contrary to the Act of Settlement, and 
his Majeſty's leaving us ſo often, which has occa- 
ſion'd the ſpending large Sums of Money Abroad, 
to the Prejudice of Trade, Sc. at Home, has 
been a Matter of Grief and Concern to the People; 
9 The 
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The continuing ſuch a Number of Place-men in 
the Houſe of Commons, ſufficient to. turn, or 
- overturn, every thing as they pleaſe, is a thing 
long complain'd of, and from which every Body, 
except ſuch as themſelves, with to be relieved, 
Several accumulated Reſtraints upon Trade, 
the Non- effectual Methods againſt the Exporta- 
tion of our Wool, with a thouſand, Sc 'as, are 
impoſſible to enter into, any more than the Mil- 
lions that have been expended in Subſidies, and. 
the Pay of Troops, purely to cover and guard 
Foreign Dominions, and to preſerve new Ac- 
quiſitions, can be accounted for; ſo that I ſhall 
leave all that is paſt Remedy as it is; and will 
end with one weighty and very material Circum- 
ſtance and Obſervation, which I hope is worthy 
the moſt ſerious Conſideration of every ſober 
judicious Man in Eng/and. Ever ſince the Death 
of Queen Arne, tho? we have been in a State of 
perfect Peace and Tranquillity, till now lately, 
our Debts, or Taxes, have never been leſſen'd; 
on the contrary, they have been moſt cruelly en- 
creaſed, from one Degree to another, that every 
thing we either eat, drink, or wear, or can 
almoſt find a Name for, is Tax'd, and moſt 1 
heavily too; and the very Intereſt of our Debts | 
comes to three Millions a Year, without ever | 
thinking of the Principal: The Condition we 
are now plunged into, requires ten Millions a | 
Year to defray the neceſſary Expences, I believe 
ar 


_—. 
it will ſoon appear more, tho* the whole. circu- 
lating Caſh of the Nation is not fourteen Mil- 
lions; ſo that, in the end, we muſt depend 
wholly on Paper Credit, or nothing ; but more 
eſpecially if we conſider that, out of our preſent 
Yearly Grants, there is about four Millions of 
our. hard Money ſent Abroad, and ſpent there, 
without one Shilli lings worth of any thing in Re- 
turn, except what the Printer of our Extraordi- 
nary Gazettes gets, by ſupplying us with kis moſt 
extraordinary and prodigious Accounts of ſtrange 
and bloody Fights, and miraculous Eſcapes. And 
this being the true, and naked State of our dangg- 
rous Condition, in as few and plain Words, as 
I can reduce them to, I leave the Readers to 
judge, how much we ſtand in need of ſome 
proper Remedies z and whether, as the Diſtemper 
is almoſt too far gone, they ſhould loſe a Mo- 
ment's time in the Application. 

Juſt as 1 got to this Part of my Story, in 
comes one of my long and beſt Acquaintance, 
a worthy honeſt old Whig ; a Gentleman of good 
Senſe, Honour, and Probity, who would not 
maintain a wrong Argument out of Prejudice, 
or contrary to Juſtice and Reaſon, for all the 
World; and asking me what-I was about, I 
begg'd the Favour of him to read it, and give 
me his Opinion; and having peruſed it, and 
pauzed a little, Egad, fays he, I am very 
66 ſorry t to ſee ſo much Truth in it; but I can't 
« tell 
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& tell for my Life what ſort of People tliey 
e are that call themſelves Whigs now a-days ; 
« when my Father fat in the Houſe, he ſaid, 
* the ſtanding Principles of our old, ſtaunch 
6 Whigs, was to oppoſe all kinds of Arbicrary 
“ Proceedings in every Shape, and all things 
* contray to the Conſtitution, tho? ever fo art- - 
% fully colour'd over, with the ſpecious Pretences 
of Parliament Authority; and it is not calling 
te themſelves Whigs, or Churchmen, or this, or 
te that, or t'other; can ever make them honeſt 
„Men, or Friends to their Country, without 
ce they act as ſuch ; let chem do that in Regard 
to the Publick, and we'll cafily believe them 


ein all other Matters, but not till then; for I 


e have ſeen too much already of thoſe bubling 
* Pretences, ſo much, that to be ingenuous with 
« you, I begin not to care a Straw what Re. 
« ligion or Party, any Body is of; my grand 
„Query is, now, whether they are Honeſt or 
* not, and as to the reſt, that's their Affair; 
* for, from what I ſee, no Jacobites or Papiſts, 
in the World, could do worſe things, than 
what you and I have ſeen, and known in out 
own time; and ſure to call every Man fo 
* that ſpeaks his Mind freely, tells Truth, and 
and condemns our deſtructive Meaſures, is 
&* both abominable and Stupid; for, tho? there 
eis a very wicked Deſign in it, the Fools little 
conſider what Honour they are doing to that 
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Set of Men, by allowing them, in Fact, to 
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have more Honeſty and better Senſe than 
themſelves; but abſolutely the People are 
Mad, and it almoſt drives me ſo, whenever I 
think of their Weakneſs and Follies ; and fo 
my good old Friend, God Bleſs you; — But 
hold, I had hke to forget ; Egad this little 
Book will make them Bawl at you and call 
you God knows what, for that is the Cuſtom 
now, to ſupply the Place of Argument ; how- 
ever, I believe, you and I are alike, and care 
not a Pin what any Men can ſay, who are re- 
ſolved to ſhut their Eyes, and ſtop their Ears, 
againſt plain evident Facts ; the Knowledge 
of which every Man, of Common Senfe and 
Honeſty, ſhould be truly thankful for, as no- 
thing can be of more Service to the Publick, 
without the leaſt Regard or Diſt inction to 
Party, Religion or private Friendſhip ; Ho- 
neſty, my dear Friend, is moſt certainly the 
beſt Policy; and I often wiſh it was the only 
eſtabliſn'd Profeſſion, or Religion, among 
Princes and States-Men; for then I believe, 
in my Conſcience, we ſhould all eaſily agree | 
about the reſt, in which we too commonly 
Diſagree, to ſerve their Ends, without any 
Advantage to ourſelves, in Body or Soul; and 


« fo, once more, Adicu to you, till I hear how 
* your Performance is relifh'd, ?? 


. Theſe 
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Theſe open honeſt Sentiments of my worthy 
Friend, determined me to conclude with a ſhort 
Quotation, from a Letter of the truly great and 
famous William Penn, the Quaker“; who, be- 
ing a Man of fine Parts, Learning, Morality, 
and ſtrict Goodneſs, wis, by ſome wicked ma- 
licious People, accounted not only a Papiſt, but 
a Jeſuit, becauſe, like my old Friend before us, 
he inclined to give all Men, of every Denomi- 
nation, their juſt Merit; and in Anſwer to a 
Friend's Letter, who very much NCI 
him to it, he ſays. 


Worthy Friend, 


pe * is now above twenty Tears, I thank 
ö God, that I have not been very ſollicitous 
« what the World thought of me; for ſince I 
e have had the Knowledge of Religion, from a 
“ Principle in myſelf, the-firft and main Point, 
« with me, has been to approve myſelf in the 
„ Sight of God, thro? Patience and Well doing; 
* ſo that the World has not had Weight enough 
with me, to ſuffer its good Opinion to raiſe 
me, or its ill Opinion to deject me. And in 
* Page 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17 and 18: The 
** Buſineſs chiefly inſiſted upon is my Popery, 
N. B. Mr. Penn's Letter may be ſcen at the Shop for whom 
this is Printed, 
; EL 2 ©« and 
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and Endeavours to promote it. I do ſay then 
that I am not only no Jeſuit but no Papiſt ; 
and which is more, I never had any Tempta- 
tion upon me to be ſo, either from Noubts in 
my own Mind, about the way 1 Profeſs, or 
from the Diſcourſes or Writings of any of that 
Religion; and in the Preſence of Almighty 
£ God, I do declare, That the King“ did never 
* once, directly or indirectly attack me, or 
<< tempt me on that Subject, the many Years I 
* have had the Advantage of a free Acceſs to 
« him; lo unjuſt as well as ſordidly falſe, are 

all thoſe Stories of the Town. 
The only Reaſon that I can apprehend they 
% have to repute me a Roman Catholick, is my 
* frequent going to Mpbiteball, a Place no more 
* forbid to me than to the reſt of the World, 
% who, yet, it ſeems, find much fairer Quarter. 
I have almoſt continually had one Buſineſs or 


„ other there for our Friends, whom I ever 


« ſerved with a ſteady Solicitation, thro* all 
<« times, ſince I was of their Communion, 1 
&« had alſo a great many perſonal good Offices to 
do, upon a'Principle of Charity, for People 

© of all Perſwaſions; thinking it a Duty to 
improve the little Intereſt I had for the good 
of thoſe that needed it, eſpecially the Poor. I 

| ſay then, , ſolemnly, that I am ſo far from 


King James the Second. 6 
having 


[ 37) 


* having been Bred at St. Omers, and having 
received Orders at Rome, that I never was at 
either Place, nor do I know any Body th-re, 
* or had I ever a Correſpondency with any 
« Body in thoſe Places, which is another Story 
invented againſt me. I have not ſo much as 
* look*d into any Chapel of the Roman Re- 
„ ligion, and conſequently not the King's; tho? 
* a common Curioſity warrants it daily to People 
* of all Perſwaſions. And once, for all, I do 


« ſay, that I am a Proteſtant Diſſenter, and to 


t that Degree ſuch, that I challenge the moſt 
e celebrated Proteſtant of the Eng/if Church, 
« or any other, upon that Head, be he Laymaa, 


or Clergyman, in Publick or Private; for I 


* would have all ſuch People know, tis not 
e jimpoſlible for a true Proteſtant Diſſenter, to 
* be Dutiful, Thankful, and Serviceable to the 
King, tho* he be of the Roman Catholick 
© Communion. V bold not our Property, or 
* Protection, from bim by our Perſwoſfion, and 


therefore his Perſwaſion ſhould not be the Meaſure 


& of our Allegiance. I am ſorry to ſee ſo mary 
* that ſeem fond of the Reformed Kcligion, by 
« their Diſafetion is him, recommend it fo Ill. 
© Whatever Practices of Roman Catholicks we 
* might reaſonably Object againſt, and no Doubt 
but ſuch there are, yet he has diſclaim'd, and 
1 * thoſe Ill-things, by his declared 

** Opinicg 
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© Opinion againſt Perſecution z by the Eaſe in 
* which he actually Indulges all Diſſenters, and 
* by the Confirmation he offers in Parliament 
« for the Security of the Proteſtant Religion, 
* and Liberty of Conſcience; and in his Honour, 
& as well as in my own Defence, I am obliged 
in Conſcience, to ſay, that he has ever de- 
« clared to me it was his Opinion; and on all 
« Occaſions, when Duke, he never refuſed me 
c the repeated Proofs of it, as often as I had 
& any poor Sufferers for Conſcience Sake, to 
« ſollicit his Help for. But ſome may be apt to 
% ſay, why not any Body elſe as well as I? Why 
« muſt I have the preferable Acceſs to other 
« Diſſenters, if not a Papiſt? I anſwer, I know 
% not that it is ſo; but this I know, that I 
 & have made it my Province and Buſineſs, I 
t“ have follow'd and preſſed it: I took it for my 
« Calling and Station, and have kept it above 


s theſe ſixteen Years ; and which is more, if 1 E. 
“% may ſay it without Vanity, or Reproach, 3 
te wholly at my own Charges too. To this let 


« me add, the Relation my * Father had to 
* this King's Service; his particular Favour in | 
e getting me Releaſed out of the Tower + of 
* London in Sixty nine. My Father's humble 


He was a great Admiral. 

+ Mr. Penn was Confined in the Tower, in Charles the 
$econd's time, for being a Quaker. 
bt + | 
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& Requeſt to him, upon his Death-Bed, t- 
& Protect me from the Inconveritencies and 
Troubles my Perſwaſion might expoſe me to, 
& his friendly Promiſe to do it, and exact Per- 
* formance of it, from the Moment I addreſſed 
& myſelf to him: I ſay, when all this is con- 
& ſider'd, any Body that has the leaſt Pretence 
* to good Nature, Gratitude or Generoſity, muſt _ 
& needs know how to interpret my Accels to 
„ the King.“ | | 

And, in regard to all other ridiculous Stuff 
that was Trumpt up againſt him, according to 
our preſent . Cuſtom, againſt all worthy brave 
independent Men, who act openly and with Ho- 


nour for the Intereſt of their Country; he adds, 


« This is juſt as probable, as it is true, that I 
&« died a Jeſuit ſix Years ago in America, And 
« unlefs calling at J/þ:iteball once a Day, upon 
* many Occaſions, or my not being turn'd out 
Hof nothing, for that no Office is, be the. Evi- 
* dence of my Compliance in diſagreeable things, 
*© I know not what elſe can, with any Truth, be 
* alledged againſt me: However, one thing I 
know, that I have every where moſt religt- 
ouſly obſerved, and endeavour'd, in Converſa- 
tion with Perſons of all Ranks and Opinions, 
to allay Heats, and moderate Extremities even 
* in the Politicks. *Tis below me to be more 
particular; but I am ſure it has been my En- 

„% dcavour, 
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deavour, that if we could not all meet uport 
„ a Religious Bottom, at leaſt we might meet 
« upon a Civil one, the good of England, which 
eis the Common Latereſt of King and People; 


that he might be Great by Juſtice, and we 


« free by Obedience; diſtinguiſhing rightly on 
* the one Hand, between Duty and Slavery; 
* and on the other between Liberty and Licen- 
« tiouſneſs.“ 

I caanot proceed here, without wiſhing ſin- 
cerely, that the Actions of all the Right Reve- 
rends in the World, and their Followers, had 
the Appearance of ſuch Noble, Generous, Diſ- 
intereſted Sentiments as theſe; and that, like this 
good Quaker, who had great worldly Opportu- 
nities, they would deſpiſe the Mammon of Un- 
righteouſneſs, and ſtudy nothing but to do good, ; 
and render Juſtice to all Men ; and by their pure 
Example, and jult Inſtructions, lead the People 
into thoſe Paths that tend moſt to the Honour 
of God, and the true Service of their King and 
Country; without which they may as well pro- 
feſs themſelves Mahometans as Chriſtians, except 
with regard to their wicked, ſcandalous Prefer- 
ments, and mean worldly Grandeur. 

% But, alas, ſays Mr. Penn, I am not without 
e my Apprehenſions of the Cauſe of this Beha- 
% viour towards me, and in this I perceive we 
« agree [ mean my conſtant Zeal for an Im- 
p | „ partial 
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« partial Liberty of Conſcience ; but if that be 


| «« jt, the Cauſe is too good to be in Pain about 


« jt; I ever underſtood that to be the Natural 
« Right of all Men; and that he that had a 
6 Religion, without it, his Religion was none 
« of his own; for what is not the Religion of 


% a Man's Choice, is the Religion of him that 


« impoſes it; ſo that Liberty of Conſcience is 
4 the firſt Step to have a Religion, Upon the 
« whole Matter, I muſt ſay I love England; I 
4 ever did ſo; and that I am not in her Debt; 
« I never valued Time, Money, or Kindred, to 
< ſerve her, and do her Good; no Party could 
« ever bias me to her Prejudice, nor any Per- 
< ſonal Intereſt oblige me in her Wrong; for 1 
« always abhorr'd diſcounting private Favours at 
&« the Publicks Coſt, If therefore, an Univerſal 
« Charity, if the aſſerting an Univerſal Liberty 
« of Conſcience, if doing to others as one would 
de done by, and an open avowing, and ſteady 
<« practiſing of theſe things, in all times, to all 
% Parties, will juſtly lay a Man under the Re- 
« fletions of being a Jeſuit, or Papiſt, of any 
* Rank, I muſt not only ſubmit to the Character 
* but embrace it too; and I care not who knows, 
that I can wear it with more Pleaſure, than it 
« is poſſible for them, with any Juſtice, to give 
„ it me; for theſe are corner Stones, and Prin- 
— me, and I am ſcandalized at all 

F « Buildings 
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„ Buildings that have them not for their "JOE, 
« dations; for Religion itſelf is an empty Name 
« without them: Let us not flatter ourſelves ; 
« we can never be the better for our Religion, 
« jf our Neighbour be the worſe for it. Our 
« Fault is, we are apt to be mighty hot upon 
« ſpeculative Errors, and break all Bounds in 
&« our Reſentments; but we let Practical ones 
s paſs without Remark, if not without Repen- 
©« tance; as if a Miſtake about an obſcure Pro- 
«© poſition of Faith were a greater Evil, than 
© the Breach of an uudoubted Precept. And in 
« Page 21, The Diſeaſes of this Kingdom is 
« Sin, Impiety againſt God, and want of Cha- 
« rity to Men; and while this Guilt lies at our 
« Door, Judgment cannot be far off.“ 


Here ends, as much as I ſhall trouble the 
Readers with, of Mr. Penn's Letter; and I am 
pretty certain, tho? he ſeems to deplore our Con- 
dition, at that time, which is near ſixty Years | ö 
ago, we did not ſtand ſo much in need of it as ” 
at preſent; for, in the firſt Place, we were not 
a ſingle Shilling in Debt; and as to Taxes, no 
Body knew the Meaning of the Word : However 
I take him to be a little Prophetick, as well as a 
Juſt upright Man; and that what he calls the 
Judgment, that was not far off, muſt be our 
heavy Debts and Taxes, that ſoon ſucceeded, and 
have 
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have been ever ſince flowing upon usz which, in 
my Opinion, is a very heavy Judgment indeed, 
as it ſeems to have no end; but ſtill we ought. 
to ſtruggle while we have any Strength lefr, and 
not lie down, like meer Brutes, and die under 
our Burdens; therefore let us vigorouſly rally to- 
gether all our Endeavours, and the little Means 
which remains, that of applying to our new 
choſen Guardians; and to infiſt, as much as is 
conſiſtent with our Duty and Interelt; as Eugliſb- 
men, upon their procuring us a Redreſs of bad 
Meaſures, and the inſupportable Burden of our 
Debts and Taxes ; which being the only Choice 
we have now left, cannot be thought unſeaſo- 
nable, at the opening of a New Parliament, by 
any Men of Integrity, Diſintereſtedneſs, or Pa- 
triotiſm, eſpecially, as it affords all, who are well 
inclined, an early, agreeable Opportunity, of 
convincing the W orld that they have yet Virtue 
and Honour enough to bear up, with true Bri- 
tiþ Zeal, againſt all Temptations ; and that they 
are reſolved not to ſuffer the Publick Intereft to 
be any longer neglected, our Wealth exhauſted, 
our Honour proſtituted, or our ancient noble 
Indepency of Parliament invaded ; which brave 
honeſt Reſolutions would, once more, make us 
Glorious, Triumphant, and dreaded Abroad 
beloved, reſpected, and envy'd at Home, and 
our Alliance, as heretofore, courted ; inſtead of 
F2 becoming 
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becoming mean Petitioners, or purchaſing the 

Friendſhip, of little petit Powers, who are in 
no Condition to affiſt us, in Reality, but rather 
make a Market of our Neceſſities when we have 
moſt Occaſion ; and as to the Dutch, I think 
they have ſo much at preſent upon their Hands 
that all the Aſſiſtance we can afford them is not 
ſufficient ; — will nothing convince us? Don't 
we ſee that notwithſtanding, the united Force, 
of Engliſh, Dutch, Hanoverians, Auſtrians, 11 
ans, Croats, Pandours, Hiſſars, and the Devil 


knows who belides, that the French have not 


only taken Sluice, and ſeveral other Garriſons. 
but even their never to be taken Bergen-op- Zoom ? 
And if they have done this already, beſides 
beating us in the Field, this Campaign, what is 
it they may not do, next Campaign, when they 
have no ſuch Bars in the way ? and I very much 
Queſtion whether we do not yet find that they 
will give us a parting Blow, before they go into 
Winter-Quarters, when we little think of it; 
but then ſays our wicked Mercenaries, and Puffers, 
who muſt abſolutely be employ'd to delude the 
People, What fignifies Bergen-op- Zoom, and all 
the reſt? Have not we Breda, and Maeſtricht 
fill, &c. &c? Damn the Dogs, well Shew 'em 
the Odds of it next Near; Yes! and I remember 
we ſaid the very ſame before we loſt the Nether- 
lands, or the French got into Holland; but ſure 


L 
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we ought now to be convinced that our Notions - 
were very Wild and Extravagant, or that we 
ſuffer ourſelves to be groſly Impoſed upon; and 
then give me leave to add, that, it's my ſincere 
Opinion, if all the unconquer'd Towns in Hol- 
land, were join'd in one, the French trom their 
preſent Situation will have them, if they ſet in 
Earneſt about it; for, conſidering what they 
have done this Summer, when all theſe grand 
Obſtacles were in the way, there is ſcarce a 
Mob, who can be ſo Mad, as to queſtion their 
being able to do much more, next Seaſon, 
when they have no ſuch Difficulties to ſtruggle 
with; yet, as plain as this is, I am ſenſible it 
will not be allow'd ; but I will furniſh you with 
what would go down as glib as Oil, as unlikely 
as it may appear to any Man of common Senſe, 
and the aſſerting of which might give me a 
good Chance of being approved, even by Men 
in Power, viz. — —— The Dutch, before next 
Campaign, will have another Place as Strong, 
or Stronger, than Bergen-op-Zoom ; the King 
of France cannot maintain this War another Year, 
notwithſtanding all his Succeſs, and is ready to 
agree to whatever Peace we pleaſe ; the Spaniards, 
' they are going to break off with France, and fion 
8 ſeparate Peace with us upon our own Terms; 


as 
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as to the thirty Thouſand Ruſſians, that have 
been ſo many Years on their March to help us, 
the” they are not yet arrived, we are ſure of 
having them next Tear ; Aye! and the King of 
Pruſſia too, as well as other Powers, will cer- 
tainly join us at la; the King of Sardinia, be 


i working his way to Paris; and as to Genoa, 


that we are ſure of, for ail what's paſt, our 
Diſappointments this Year is not worth mention- 
ing, for both we, and our Confederates, ſha!l be 
Stronger, and beiter prepared, next Campaign 


_ #han ever; they are quite in high Spirits in Hol- 


land, no Murmurings among them, and as to 
what the French have done hitherto it fjgnifies 
not a Ruſh; and in a Word, we are in the moſt 
happy flouriſhing Condition under the Sun, to the 
Terror of France and all our Enemies; all this 
Jam certain, from Experience, would be more 
eq/ily Believed than any thing, ever ſo Demaon- 
firable, to the contrary : For if an Angel from 
Heaven, was ſent to Convince us, I queſtion 
whether he might not be order'd away as an Im- 
Pudent lying Jacobite, or an Independent impar- 
tial Whig. However, I am till in Hopes we 
have a ſufficient Number of Honeſt, Free-Born 
Britons, who will be govern'd by Facts, guided 

by 
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by Reaſon, free from Corruption and Prejudice; 
that they will open their Eyes, and incline their 
Hearts, to the true, and only Intereſt of their 
bleeding Country, preferable to all other wicked, 
ſcandalous Pretences whatſoever ; without which, 
we are in a fair way of Periſhing by our own 
invincible Obſtinacy and Infatuation. 
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